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Synod commenced with a service, during which the Rev. 
Nigel Whitehouse was commissioned as Honorary Assistant 
Director of Ordinands. 
 
 
 
 

 
President's Address 

 
Ely 900. Thanks to Rev. Sue 
Wyatt and all involved in 
planning the anniversary 
events.  
The Archbishop of 
Canterbury's visit in January 
was successful. 
The Archbishop of York will visit on 20 and 21 November. The visit 
will have more of a focus on children and youth. 

Over 60% of parishes have returned their Mission Action Plans (MAPs) 
Last year's Lent Appeal raised over £20k for The Leprosy Mission (TLM). This year's 
appeal is supporting the Archbishops' Appeal for Zimbabwe. For more details see USPG 
website: www.uspg.org.uk  
The Dioceses Commission is looking at the boundary of the Ely and Peterborough 
Dioceses. Discussions will take place during the autumn. 
The number of deaneries will reduce from 17 to 16, when Linton ceases to exist. Some 
parishes will go into the Fordham & Quy Deanery, the majority will join the Shelford 
Deanery and form the new Granta Deanery. 
Bishop Anthony thanked Stephen Tooke for his work as Chair of the House of Laity over 
the last 12 years. 
 
 
Fresh Expressions . Rev. David Male, Diocesan Fresh Expressions Advisor 

 
The role is one of consultant, networker, 
and advocate. Fresh Expressions is a 
form of church for a changing culture for 
the benefit of people who are not yet 
members of a church. 
By 2011, there will be approximately 50 Fresh 
Expressions of church in the diocese, mainly lay led. 
Bishop's Mission Orders (BMOs) introduced by the 
Diocesan Pastoral and Mission Measure 2007 have 

helped the furtherance of mission. There has been a careful loosening of structures which 
is fostering and developing Christian community.  
Website: www.freshexpressions.org.uk  
 
 



Communications . Val Robson, Diocesan Communications Officer 
The Bishop's Press Officer is Owen Spencer-Thomas. 
There is now a monthly electronic newsletter, and the 
Diocesan website has been refreshed and the navigation 
made more intuitive. The website gets more hits than 
Lakeside's website. The website is a good way of 
engaging with community and is an opportunity for 
mission. 
It is hoped that there will be workshops on church 
publicity, and parish websites, etc. in the future. 
E-mail: communications@ely.anglican.org Tel: 01353 

652735. Website: www.ely.anglican.org  
 
Women Bishops.  Rev. Canon Alan Hargrave, General 
Synod Representative 
 
In 2006 the General Synod approved women bishops in 
principle and in 2008 the first draft legislation was approved 
for revision. Supporters of women bishops want a simple 
single clause measure with a code of practice providing for 
those who in all conscience cannot accept women bishops, 
but codes of practice can be changed, and some say this is 
not a sufficient guarantee. Opponents of women bishops want  separate non-geographical 
dioceses with separate selection, training, discipline, etc., however, this would, in effect, 
create a separate church with 'no go' areas for women. 
Draft legislation is committed to revision, after further revision it will be sent to the dioceses 
for approval. It will then require a 2/3 majority in the Houses of Bishops, Clergy, and Laity. 
It will then go to Parliament for approval. A decision is still some time off, and there will be 
new members elected in 2010 
In his Presidential Address at General Synod, Archbishop Rowan Williams said “The 
people we don't agree with are not going to anyway, so let us listen to them, pray for them, 
and love them, and commit ourselves to working together for the glory of God and for the 
extension of His Kingdom” 
Main supporting group: Watch http://womenandthechurch.org/   
Main opposing groups: Forward in Faith www.forwardinfaith.com  
Reform www.reform.org.uk  
 
Arbory Trust.  Deryn Coe, Arbory Trust Administrator 

 
The Arbory Trust was established in 2000 under the umbrella 
of the Church of England. It provides a place for parishioners 
whose own churchyards are full, and also offers a 'greener' 
alternative. There are no geographical or theological 
restrictions governing who may use the site. Currently there 
is one site at Barton, near Cambridge. Originally it was 
Glebe land. There is a Memorial Lodge at Barton Glebe. 
There is no set format for proceedings, but everything is 
conducted with dignity. 

No headstones or ornaments are permitted, but wooden markers may be placed, and wild 
flowers may be planted or sown. 
There will be an Open Evening on Wednesday 10 June at 6pm.  
For more information: www.arborytrust.org  


