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We hope that the many suggestions suggested in this paper will set you thinking about how parishes currently work together in their mission with young people.

 

Why not discuss some of these ideas with your Ministry Team, PCC, ministerial chapter or deanery synod?
 

You could start by asking people to identify the five most obvious things that they know your church does already (there will probably be more than five!)? See if people agree on the same five! Then try to identify five more things that they think your church  could helpfully do and sustain. Try to choose the five that are most appropriate or valuable in your situation. It might be best to do this in pairs or small groups. 

 

When you come together again, list all the suggestions and then prioritise them. Agree to work on the top five. Spend some time then working out what each might mean in practice and agree on who will do what to implement them. Make sure that you agree together when you will review progress and, perhaps, consider five more things to do!

 

Why not encourage all the parishes in your Deanery to do the exercise, and then set aside time at your Deanery Synod to share what everyone is doing and planning to do in their work with young people. 

YOUTH MISSION ACTION PLAN IDEAS
 

 Use of church buildings by the local secondary schools

 

 Transport young people to Rave in the Nave and other events and consider paying for tickets.

 

 Encourage young people to help with children’s holiday clubs

 

 Encourage young people to support and take part in major parish events

 

 Support young people in initiatives close to their hearts

 

 Put work with young people as an agenda item in church meetings

 

 Use your church as a drop-in centre for after school activities

 

 Encourage young people away at college to attend a church or Christian group in their area.

 

 Encourage your young people to help out at churches where there are few young people.

 

 Get to know uniformed youth groups organisations in your area
 

 Allow young people to shadow key roles in your church

 

 Hold a special social event for the young people in your choir or bell-ringing group. 

 

  Invite your young people to begin a drama group

 

 Invite Scouts and Guides to a special service in church.

 

 Visit or volunteer to help at a local youth club

 

 Visit your local secondary schools regularly during the school term

 Take your young people bowling or another fun activity evening 

 Take some young people on a Christian youth holiday.

 Help to lead a youth group in your local secondary school during some lunchtime.

 

 Consider having a student from the Centre for Youth Ministry to work with your young people

 

 Keep in contact with the young people whilst they are away at college or university 

 

 Arrange after-school or breakfast clubs in secondary schools

 

 Start or join a secondary school prayer group

 

 Run a youth activity in the school holidays
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 Subscribe to ‘Youthwork’ magazine or provide copies for youth leaders or the young people themselves

 

 Give a young person a lift to a service at another church to meet up with other young people.

 

 Provide  youth-friendly bibles in church.

 

 Give money to youth agencies and charities working specifically with young people 

 

 Pray for the young people of your parish during main Sunday services

 

 Have a picnic in the summer with outside activities, music and guest speaker.

 

 Consult young people about the needs of their community, village or local area

 

 Get young people to present the results of  the above item

 

 Attend the annual Youth Council Reflection Day 

 

 Pray for teenagers and their families in your area

 

 Consult young people about appointments of clergy and about church life in general

 

 Have Christian youth magazines and books in your church

 Do something special for young people on Education Sunday

 

 Give young people a job or a role in church, ie serving, singing etc.

 

 Buy enough ‘It’s Your Move ’ booklets for all those in year 6 of your local Primary School

 

 Have Christian Gap Year leaflets at the back of church for young people to browse

 

 Start to think creatively about the needs of your children before they get too old for Sunday School

 

 Arrange special days in church to look at particular issues facing young people and society today

 

 Participate in social action projects and consider joining national initiatives

 

 Get into partnership with other churches in providing a different range of youth activities and opportunities

 

 Can somewhere else in your parish be a church or a spiritual place for young people?

 

 Is there anyone at church who may wish to serve on the Youth Council?
