Parish Profile

St Mary & All Saints’

Willingham




Introduction

Welcome to St. Mary and All Saints. We have a
band of committed worshipers, supported by
excellent facilities, and great potential to move
forward.

Our Mission Statement :

-To create a pathway for people to come to
God, find fellowship, and go out to serve.

-To be a Church which is open, welcoming and
inclusive, where people are coming to faith or
moving to deeper faith.

-To be a church where the power of the Holy
Spirit is present, encouraging expressions of
meaningful worship to all, and making the
Word of God central to our daily lives.

We are currently focusing on:

-Development of prayer life and house groups
-Outreach, particularly to families and the elderly,
building on links with the school and community

-Children’s and Youth work
-Building on ecumenical links

Worship

We currently provide a range of services, as
follows:

First Sunday 1lam Parish Communion
Second Sunday 8 am Holy Communion (BCP)
11 am Family Service
6 pm Evensong (BCP)

Third Sunday 11 am Parish Communion

Fourth Sunday 8 am Holy Communion (BCP)

11 am Family Service with Baptism

Fifth Sunday 11 am Family Communion
Every Friday 10 am “Bubbles” for parents and
preschool children.

Thursday Praise There is a contemporary
service on the first Thursday each month at 8 pm.

Parish Communion

Usual Attendance
Average attendances are as follows:

Family Service - 50

Family Service + Baptism - 96

Holy Communion (8 am) - 9

Parish Communion (11 am) — 53

Evensong - 16

Thursday Praise - 8

There are 76 on the electoral roll, and there have
been 109 baptisms and 10 confirmations in the
last 10 years.

Prayer

An informal prayer group meets on the last Friday
of each month, to pray for the Parish. During the

interregnum we have started a prayer time on the
first Saturday of each month to pray for the future.
There is also a Baptist prayer group open to all.

Other

We have 2 people licensed to administer home
communion.



Teaching

Children

The Friday “Bubbles” exists for pre-school
children and their parents and carers.

At present we have Sunday School activities for
4-11 year olds during the 11am Communion
Services on the first and third Sundays.

We have organised several successful holiday
clubs. We have involvement with the village
school taking assemblies and organising a carol
service. The school also visits the church fairly
regularly. We have approached the Diocesan
Children’s Officer, and the PCC has enacted the
requirement of the Bishop in relation to Child
Protection.

House Groups
There are 2 house groups with a membership of
c.6 to 8 members meeting in the village.

Ministry

Baptism Policy

There is an open policy, welcoming all those who
come to us for baptism. Preparation is given.
Baptism Anniversary cards are given for five years
and children are remembered in the prayers.

Remarriage Policy
At the discretion of the Incumbant.

Lay Participation

We have a tradition of lay participation in leading
worship. There are teams of people who read
the lessons, lead intercessions, administer the
chalice, provide occasional drama and music, and
prepare and lead some services. House Groups,
Bubbles and Prayer Groups are led by the laity.
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Fellowship

Regular Social Activities

Harvest Supper, Bell-ringers supper, concerts,
pancake party, Christmas Bazaar, Bring and
Share Lunches, Barbeques, coffee after Sunday
service.



Christmas Bazaar in the Octagon

Regular Church Groups

Mothers’ Union — has a membership of about 20.
They meet on the last Monday of each month in
the Octagon, where speakers are invited to base
their talk on the MU theme for the year. They are
also involved in the annual deanery festival, MU
service in the Cathedral and the Woman’s World
Day of Prayer. Several members help with
Bubbles on a Friday morning, and various church
activities including cake stall and flowers in church

Coffee Stop — a weekly drop-in coffee morning
meets each Tuesday and is well attended
particularly by the retired.

Bell Ringing -- a team of ringers practise weekly
and ring before Sunday services and for weddings
and other special occasions.

Ecumenical

Links with other churches

There are very good links with the Baptists and
the Salvation Army, the other churches in the
village. A number of annual events are organised
through ‘Churches Together’ which includes
Roman Catholic and Quaker representatives.
These include, Act of Witness on Good Friday,
Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
Pentecost Service, and Songs of Praise on the
village green. Less formally there is considerable
‘cross-membership in many of the activities such
as, Bubbles, M.U. and men’s prayer breakfast.
Working relationships are very good and open.

Wider Church

Links with Deanery, Diocese

The parish has two deanery synod
representatives and the parish has supported
deanery initiatives. We have sent groups to the
Diocesan Children’s’ Festivals and the M.U.
Diocesan Festival.

Overseas Links

As part of our missionary giving the PCC has
undertaken to help support at least one overseas
charity, as part of our three good causes scheme.
We currently are supporting Afrinspire, Christian
Blind Mission, as well as a UK charity

Other Features of Church Life

Church fund raising activities have had a high
profile in parish life in the past. We have had
major appeals for the Tower and the New
Octagon Room. Many events have not only
raised large amounts of money but have also
been great fun.

We have a Gift Day each autumn.

Administration

There is currently no secretarial help.

Finance

See Appendix

Description of Parish

Population
Approaching 4500

Civil Authorities

Parish Council — Willingham Parish Council
District Council — South Cambs. D.C.
County Council — Cambridgeshire

Predominant occupations, age groupings etc.

A typical mixed village community, comprising
people employed in various occupations including
those involved in service industries and the retail
trade, young professionals, self-employed,
farmers, horticulturists and retired.
Unemployment is low.



The population is largely white with a small
community of travellers living on the edge of the
village.

There are many young families and retired folk in
the village.

Nature of the community

Willingham is a busy village about 8 miles from
Cambridge. Traditionally it has been a centre for
agriculture and horticulture but, with considerable
growth of the village and much new housing,
now many of the villagers commute to and from
Cambridge and London.

The village is very well served with facilities.
There are several shops: a baker, barbers, a
butcher, craft shop, delicatessen, florist, general
stores, hairdressers, hardware and builders
merchants, newsagents, orchard shop, and pet
shop. There is a post office, 2 banks, and a
library. There are also auction rooms and a
restored windmill.

There are three pubs, a social club, conference
centre with hotel and restaurant (in the old
rectory) and a Chinese take-away/fish and chip
shop. The village medical practice is large and
active, offering a wide range of health care
services. It has an on site pharmacy.

There are several areas of council housing, some
of which are now privately owned and there is
some rented accommodation. Otherwise housing
is privately owned houses old and new, large and
small.

Major institutions

There is a primary school with ¢.350 pupils. Most
older children attend Cottenham Village College
or Swavesey Village College and then sixth form
colleges in Cambridge.

There is a modern village hall known as The
Ploughman Hall as well as an older public hall.
The school premises are also hired by a number
of village activities. All the halls are well used
and there are many thriving clubs and societies.
There is a large recreation ground with a newly
refurbished pavillion, several pitches and some
floodlighting, a bowling green and children’s play
area.

There is a sheltered housing scheme with a large
and well-equipped community centre.

Possible future developments

There are no major new developments planned,
New housing is likely to be in filling only.



Buildings

Church

The last quinquennial was in 2005 and has
highlighted work needed on the north aisle roof as
the major item.

Church Schools None

Halls

The church has a room built onto the back of the
church. The Octagon, as it is called, has a large
hall, meeting room, kitchen and toilets. It is
available for booking by the wider community
There is a quiet garden area with seating.

Rectory

The rectory is a comfortable 4 bedroom house
with well proportioned garden, about half mile
from the church.

(1

The New Incumbent

Qualities

The PCC would like to see in a new incumbent:
Out going to church and community

A good communicator

Ecumenical

Enabling and committed to lay involvement in
ministry

Grounded in prayer and with a contagious
personal faith

Sense of humour, energy

Sensitivity

A leader for whom the Gifts of the Spirit are an
active reality

Taking the church out to the village

The attitudes and churchmanship of the Parish is
varied, and it is therefore important that the
approach should be inclusive, with an evangelical
bias.



Appendix  Financial report for 2007



