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900 and beyond 

The Suffragan Bishop of Huntingdon, the Rt 
Revd Dr David Thomson, was installed as a 
member of the College of Canons at Ely 
Cathedral on 17th October 2008. 

Dr Thomson moved to Ely following his con-
secration at Southwark Cathedral as Bishop 
on 3rd July 2008. He is full-time assistant to 
the Bishop of Ely, the Rt Revd Dr Anthony 
Russell, who has the oversight and pastoral 
care of nearly 350 parishes in the Diocese. 

As Bishop of Huntingdon, Dr Thomson 

shares in the general episcopal duties of the 
Diocese such as parish visits, licensing and 
supporting clergy and conducting confirma-
tions. He takes the lead in matters relating to 
ministry and mission. He has special inter-
ests in education, from schools to  
Cambridge colleges and in the county’s new 
developments and is keen to work in  
partnership wherever possible. 

To learn more about Dr Thomson visit 
www.ely.anglican.org/about/whos_who/
david_thomson.html 
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WHAT’S ON 

Sat 24 th January  

Ely 900 Launch Service at 
the Cathedral. 

For more details on Dioce-
san events for Ely 900 see 
www.ely.anglican.org/900/ 

900diary.html 

CHILDREN’S ADVISER 

Julia Chamberlin has been 

appointed as 
Diocesan Chil-

dren's Work 
Adviser. She is 
married to 

David who is 
the Rector of Milton and they 
have four children. Julia 

brings a wide range of ex-
perience of children's work to 
her post. Until recently she 

was teaching Key Stage 1 
pupils at a church school in 
the Diocese. 

2009 also marks  
Year of the Child. 

MARRIAGE MEASURE  

The Church of England Mar-

riage Measure was intro-
duced on 1st October 2008. 
For more details of the 

changes see 
www.ely.anglican.org/
news_events/

marriage_measure.html 

FAIRTRADE DIOCESE 

The Diocese is almost half-
way to its target of achieving 
Fairtrade status during 2009. 

This needs at least 50% of 
our parishes to have applied 
for Fairtrade status. To learn 

more and see how close we 
are to our aim visit 

www.ely.anglican.org/
fairtrade/ 

2009 marks the 900th year since the found-
ing of the Diocese of Ely. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Most Revd Rowan Williams 
will be visiting the Diocese over the week-
end of 24th -25th January to officially launch 
the year-long celebrations with the Bishop of 
Ely. 

The Archbishop will be visiting a range of 
parishes including some rural churches  
between Wisbech and King’s Lynn. He will 
also be hearing about new churches in the 
Diocese and meeting with a local agricultural 
business. 

2009 is a year in which to celebrate the rich 
and varied history of the Diocese as well as 
to look forward. 

‘As a Diocese we are committed to mission 
in every aspect; seeking to bring the good 
news of Jesus Christ to those who live in the 
cities, towns and villages of this area, and to 
make the Gospel relevant to their working 
lives,’ said Dr Anthony Russell, the Bishop 
of Ely. ‘We shall be thinking creatively about 
our responsibility to pass on the Christian 
faith to future generations.’ 

During the launch service on 24th January 
the Archbishop of Canterbury will be pre-
sented with Mission Action Plans prepared 
by the parishes of the Diocese.  These plans 
represent ways of turning God’s vision into 
action in each parish. 

Visit www.ely.anglican.org/ for further details 
of the Ely 900 celebrations. 
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Photo: Installation of Bishop of 
Huntingdon. October 2008. 
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The Diocese of Ely is to launch the first pri-
mary school to serve the new town of North-
stowe. The Ely Diocesan Board of Education 
has won the public competition to set up the 
new primary school currently forecast to  
open on1st September 2011. 

‘I am delighted the Diocese has won the 
competition for the first primary school in the 
new Town of Northstowe,’ said the Bishop of 
Ely, Dr Anthony Russell. ‘This builds on, and 

continues, our long tradition of providing in-
clusive primary education in Cambridge-
shire, and through the Church of England 
nationally. We aim to develop a school 
which has a distinctive ethos and is at the 
heart of the new community.’  
The new Church of England Voluntary Aided 
school will open its doors with 115 places. 
The numbers are expected to rise to 420. 
Visit www.ely.anglican.org/education/ for 
more news about education in the Diocese. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS  

The Revd Nathan Buttery is 

to be Associate Vicar at 
Cambridge Holy Sepulchre 
(St Andrew the Great).  

Nathan, who was previously 
Assistant Curate at St John 
Newland, Hull in the Diocese 

of York, is married to Debbie. 

The Revd Dr Julie Norris is 

to be licensed as Priest-in-
Charge of Great and Little 
Abington with Hildersham 

and Team Vicar elect of the 
Linton Team on Tuesday 10th 
February. Julie is currently 

curate at Arrington, Barring-
ton, Croydon with Clopton, 
Orwell and Wimpole.  

The Revd Alan Partridge is 

to be licensed as Priest in 

Charge of Sawston and 
Babraham on 27th March.  
Alan is currently Team Vicar 

in the Ely Team Ministry. 

The Revd Margaret  

Marshall has been  

appointed as Priest-in-
Charge of the Riversmeet 

Benefice in the Diocese of St 
Albans. Margaret is currently 
curate at St Mary, St Neots. 

Her last Sunday in the parish 
will be the 25th January. 

The Revd Christian Hey-
cocks has been appointed 

as Vicar of St Peter’s Sher-

ingham in the Diocese of 
Norwich. Christian is cur-
rently Chaplain to University 

Staff at Cambridge St Mary 
the Great with St Michael. 

The Revd Selina Garner 

has been appointed as Team 
Vicar and Pioneer Youth 

Minister in the parish of  
Uffculme and the Cullompton 
Deanery, Exeter Diocese.  

Selina is currently curate at 
Fulbourn, Great Wilbraham, 
Little Wilbraham with Six Mile 

Bottom. 

For more details on  

announcements see 

www.ely.anglican.org/
news_events/media/

announcements/ 
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The churches in the United Benefice of 
West Wratting, West Wickham, Weston 
Colville and Balsham are planning a 
reading of the complete Bible to cele-
brate Ely 900.  

The reading will be done in each of the four 
churches for about 12 hours per day starting 

on St. Mark’s Feast Day, Saturday 25th April.  

Special guests from around the Diocese 
have been invited to take part in the reading 
including the Bishops, Archdeacons, Rural 
Deans, clergy past and present and others 
linked with the benefice via local groups and 
the surrounding community. More 

The Diocesan website will be advertising 
parish events celebrating Ely 900.  There 
will also be reports and photographs of 
events that have happened. Please email 

Val Robson, Communications Officer on 
communications@ely.anglican.org with de-
tails, reports, photos, etc. of your event. 

��������������� www.ely.anglican.org/900/parish_events.html�

If you would like to receive this newsletter 
each month electronically with live links and 
in colour please go to this weblink to sub-
scribe to the email list: 
www.ely.anglican.org/mailman/listinfo/
Diocesan-newsletter.ely 

This list will only be used for mailing out the 
Diocesan newsletter and not for any other 
purpose and you may unsubscribe at any 
time. Any queries please contact Val 
Robson, Communications Officer, communi-
cations@ely.anglican.org or 01353 652735. 
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Peter Carter, eel catcher and willow mer-
chant, is celebrating Ely 900 by punting from 
Outwell to Ely arriving for the St Etheldreda's 
Day Procession on Saturday 20th June. The 
trip is expected to take about four days. 

In years gone by, eels were delivered from 
the churches across the fens to the Bishop. 
Peter is now the last traditional eel catcher 

on the Fens so he plans to commemorate 
Ely 900 with this trip and by presenting the 
Bishop of Ely with the gift of a bucket of eels 
and a willow eel trap when he arrives in Ely. 

Peter is churchwarden of St Clement's 
church in Outwell and will be raising money 
for the Milton Children's Hospice and Out-
well church repairs. More 
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A candle-lit Valentine’s Day Dinner is being 
held in Great Wilbraham Farm Barn in con-
junction with the Diocesan Vellore Group. 
This event is to celebrate Ely 900 and all 

profits from the evening will help to build a 
primary school in the Diocese of Vellore, our 
link Diocese, in India. All are invited. More 


