
Minutes of Friends in Deed meeting held at the Vicarage Tuesday   1
st

 February 2011 

Present: Rev. Ally Barrett, Christine Lawrence, Rachel Noble, Hilary Grant, Miles Falla, Tim Hayward, Ann Arran, 

Margaret Street, Brenda Steadman, Hazel Wilcox. 

 

Apologies:  None - full attendance. 

1. Minutes of last meeting:        The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 

       2. Matters arising:    Hilary is contacting Heather from Care Network regarding claiming funds and will report      

back at the next meeting. 

 Ann said that she has found that driving or taxiing people has been the most used service for her, especially taking 

people to Hinchingbrooke Hospital. Rachel asked if we had an up to date list of people who had volunteered to drive 

for FiD. Christine said that she had a list but would send out an email to everyone as a check and also reminding 

them that a parking permit is available from Hinchingbrooke to save on parking fees. 

Ann raised a concern that she felt the newsletter wasn’t reaching all volunteers. Rachel confirmed that the 

newsletter was sent with the invitations to the Tea party. Ali suggested that it could be sent as a supplement to the 

Church Newsletter which is distributed monthly. Christine said that she would check that all visitors are happy to 

receive the Church Newsletter. It was agreed to trial this. 

3. Past Events:     Rachel enquired as to how the help given by FiD at the Christmas Quiet Service had gone as 

she was unable to help due to illness. Ali confirmed that everything had gone well and Rachel thanked 

Christine for her help. 

The AGM was another successful evening and the speaker was very interesting. Numbers were similar to last 

year, 22 in attendance. Hilary asked if there was any way we could raise awareness to increase numbers. Ali 

said that she had set up a reciprocal arrangement with school to add any church information to the school 

newsletter and likewise the church would add school information to their newsletter, we could use this and 

also perhaps approach other organisations in the village. 

   

 

4. Forthcoming events:       

The tea party is booked for Wednesday 16
th

 February and Patsy has agreed to work alongside whoever takes 

responsibility for this to help ‘the hand over’. Ali said she had spoken to Karen Miles, but she has taken on 

commitments at school and is now rather busy. She will support where she can, but does not have the time 

to join our committee. Brenda offered to take responsibility for collecting cakes for the next party which is 

on Wednesday 16
th

 February. Rachel will print the invitations and will work with Brenda organising the tea 

and coffee etc. Ann mentioned that Patsy always used some pretty tablecloths and perhaps Brenda could ask 

her (without obligation) if they could be used.                                                                                                                              

The Training day is arranged for Wednesday 20
th

 April. Hazel has booked the Millennium Centre and the 

speaker is Beatrice McEneamy from Hospice at Home. Margaret Street offered to arrange the refreshments. 

Hilary offered to get in touch with the Over 60’s club, WI, Methodists, Library and the Roundabout to make 

them aware and hopefully increase the numbers attending. Rachel will add a note to the invitations to the 

tea party and arrange for Posters to be put up in the usual places.                                                                                           

A date for the summer tea party was booked for Wednesday 13
th

 July and Miles very kindly offered on behalf 

of him & Pam to host this event once again.  

 



 

 

 

5. Co coordinator’s Report: 

               Christine reported that she may have 3 ‘potential ‘new visitors or helpers. She has found that people have 

concerns with completing the CRB forms; it is not that they object to completing it, rather that it is quite complicated 

and it seems to put people off volunteering. There is one new client. The new weekly Wednesday Group of Mums & 

Tots which started as a trial in January has been a great success so far. This runs alongside the Discussion Group with 

Beth every other week. It is still in the early stages but going forward, Christine would like a team of helpers, perhaps 

on a rota. They need to be able to organise activities, but also they need to be CRB checked. Ann suggested that she 

include a request with her newsletter as some of the Visitors may be willing to help. She also raised the question of 

ensuring that Buckden Churches Together helpers are being CRB checked. Ali confirmed that they are and there is a 

procedure in place to ensure that they are compliant. Rachel queried the funding of Mums & Tots. Ali said that it is 

being funded by BCT and also attendees pay £1.50 per family which is placed in an honesty box, this ensures that the 

cost does not put people off. 

The PCC have asked FiD to submit an annual report which Christine has completed and will send. She has also 

attended a meeting with Care Network. 

 

 

6. Any other business:   

Rachel asked if there would be any school holiday workshops this year. Ali said she has arranged for an 

Easter craft workshop on Good Friday morning, possibly 10.30 until 12.00 in the Methodist church Rooms 

and if anyone is available to help she would be most grateful. Ali said that she would do some market 

research to see if there was a need for the summer. It would depend on school  term dates , last year it fell 

just at the right time to have a two day workshop, but we are unable to commit to more than two days. 

Looking at the calendar this year it seems unlikely  .    

7. Date of next meeting 

Next meeting to be held at the Vicarage on Tuesday 7
th

 June 2011 

 

 


