
Minutes of Friends in Deed meeting held at the Vicarage Tuesday   15
th

 June 2010 

Present: Rev. Ally Barrett, Christine Lawrence, Patsy Gray , Brenda Steadman, Rachel Noble, Hilary Grant, Miles Falla, 

Tim Hayward, Ann Arran, Margaret Street, Hazel Wilcox. 

 

Apologies:  None, full attendance. 

1. Minutes of last meeting: The minutes from the last meeting were agreed. 

2. Matters arising:   

The Buckden Roundabout issue has not been resolved, but it was decided that Ann would use her article for the next 

Friends in Deed Newsletter instead. 

3. Past Events: 

The Winter party was a great success. Patsy said it was much easier to organise knowing who was coming .There 

were sufficient cakes provided as well and there were 39 attendees. The invitation process worked well and will be 

used again for the Summer party. 

The Spring Training event was superb and very well attended. There is further training available from MIND which 

Ally felt may be of use to visitors. Hazel agreed to find out about costs and dates etc.  There are several leaflets 

available if anyone feels they would be of use. Ally made the suggestion of having a Resource box for leaflets and 

other information that people may find useful. Ally agreed to arrange to put a full list on the St Mary’s website and 

make everyone aware that they are available from the Parish Office. 

4. Forthcoming events: 

Summer Tea Party. Miles & Pam Falla have kindly offered to host this event again, hoping that third time lucky, there 

will be no rain! The date is to be Wednesday 11
th

 August from 3.00 – 4.30 pm. The invitations are to be sent out on 

5
th

 July along with the Spring/Summer Newsletter and a cut off date for acceptance of invitations was agreed as 31
st
 

July. Ann has agreed to get the Newsletter to Ally for 2
nd

July to proof read and to ensure they are printed by Miles in 

time to send out with the party invitations. Rachel agreed to print invitations and will arrange with Brenda for 

delivery. All helpers need to be at Miles & Pam’s for 2 o’clock to set up. 

Autumn Training Event. There were two suggestions. Ally suggested Crime Prevention and the Bobby Scheme. 

Christine has been in touch with the Brampton Befrienders .They recently held a meeting with a talk from the Adult 

Safeguard and Training Dept of Cambs County Council which was excellent. Hazel will contact both and find out who 

is available to attend and the remaining one could be used for a future event. It was also agreed that in future if we 

have a speaker, to invite the Brampton Befrienders along .This was at their suggestion to Christine and they will 

likewise invite Friends in Deed to their events. 

It was agreed to combine this event with the AGM on Wednesday 20
th

 October and Hazel will book the Village Hall. 

There will be no invitations, but Rachel & Brenda will organise posters etc. 

5. Co coordinator’s Report 

Christine reported that two people who recently showed an interest in becoming visitors have declined at the 

moment due to work commitments. Also the number of visitees is now quite low and we really could do with more. 

John Bentley has been very helpful recently with a client who suffered bereavement and his expertise from having 

worked with Age Concern was of great benefit. Volunteer Parking Permits are available from Christine and she also 

has forms to complete for a parking permit for Hinchingbrooke Hospital if anybody needs one. The phone card that 

Christine purchased last October for £25 is still working so there is no need for further expenditure on this at the 



moment. Christine also suggested we made visitors aware of the Library Doorstep service that is available if needed 

for visitees. 

 

6. Any other business:   

Hilary mentioned that she was concerned that the claims sent off to Care Network last November had still not been 

paid into the St Mary’s bank account. John Wells has very kindly been checking each month. Hilary has contacted 

Heather Corbishley twice this year, the first time Heather apologised and said she would look into it. The second time 

there has been no reply from Heather. Rachel said that she would chase this up with Heather. 

Ann asked whether we should send a formal ‘Thank You’ to visitors when they leave. It was agreed that this is a rare 

occurrence and should be kept informal. 

7. Date of next meeting 

Next meeting to be held at the Vicarage on Tuesday 28
th

 September at  4.00 pm.   

 

 


