
Friends in Deed 

          -there for the people of Buckden 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY 20th OCTOBER 2010 AT 7.30PM  

THE LINCOLN ROOM, BUCKDEN MILLENNIUM CENTRE 

 
 

1. WELCOME 

Ally welcomed everyone to the AGM, and gave a special welcome to the Brampton 

Befrienders & Steve Rice from Cambridgeshire Bobby scheme. There were 22 people in 

attendance, list of names available. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

         Apologies received from Sue Paul, Dorothy Priest, Jennifer Davies, Janet Ingamells and 

Pam Falla. 

3. MINUTES OF AGM MEETING OCTOBER 2009 

The minutes of the 2009 AGM were agreed as a true copy and signed by Ally. 

4. MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising from the 2009 minutes. 

5. REPORT BY CO-ORDINATOR 

Christine Lawrence reported that after a period of help and guidance from Jennifer, she took 

over the role of coordinator in January 2010.She is enjoying the challenge and has had a 

wonderful time meeting both visitors and clients. She thanked everyone for their support. 

Numbers have decreased slightly and there are now 27 clients of which 20 are visited on a 

regular basis.4clients have sadly died, but we have 5 new clients. 4 clients have found that 

they no longer require our service and 2 have moved away. Christine thanked everyone for 

their support and commitment over the year and emphasised how important this work is. She 

is trying to encourage growth within the group and to this end is meeting with several groups 

within the village to make them aware of our service. 

Our association with Cambridgeshire Care Network has enabled further training and we have 

benefitted from extra funding. However in light of the current financial climate there may be a 

possibility of financial cutbacks. Christine spoke about the events of the previous year 

covering James Falla’s talk on Debt Counselling, the Quiet Christmas Service, the training 

event in April by Jenny Swain from MIND and the 2 Tea Parties organised by Patsy Gray & 

Pam Falla. She finished by thanking Ann Arran for her support in her role as Deputy 

Coordinator. 



 

6. REPORT BY CHAIR 

Ally thanked Christine and the committee for all their work and support of the Ministry in the 

village. She also emphasised that we do have specialist help amongst our visitors which is 

very reassuring. Ally said that she fully supported Christine in her work encouraging other 

groups to be aware of our services. 

Jennifer and Howard are now settled in their new home and Ally thanked Jennifer for 

ensuring that the handover to Christine went so smoothly. 

Cambridgeshire Care Network is likely to be hit by the Public Sector cutbacks and we need to 

keep an eye on this and be prepared to cover as required. 

Ally mentioned that there are numerous leaflets held at the Parish Office and encouraged 

everyone to take a look and use when needed. An up to date list is being produced which will 

be made available to all visitors. She ended by thanking everyone for making 2009 such a 

good year.    

 

7. APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 

Margaret Street nominated Ally Barrett as Chairman and Hilary Grant as Secretary this was 

seconded by Rachel Noble. 

Ally thanked Patsy Gray for all her hard work on the committee and organising the Tea Parties. 

As Patsy is standing down from the committee Ally asked for a volunteer from the floor. There 

were no offers, but Ally mentioned that there may be someone who is interested and could be 

elected at a later date. The following people were elected on to the committee: Brenda 

Steadman, Rachel Noble, Miles Falla, Tim Hayward, Ann Arran, Margaret Street and Hazel 

Wilcox. This was nominated by Beryl Atkin and seconded by Tim Hayward. 

 

 

SPEAKER 

Following the meeting Ally introduced Steve Rice from the Cambridgeshire Bobby Scheme who 

gave a talk on Victims of Burglary. 

Steve explained that the Bobby Scheme is a charity set up and managed by Cambridgeshire 

Police and the High Sheriff of Cambridgeshire. They are also supported financially by several 

local businesses. The Bobby Scheme is available to anyone over 65 who is a victim of burglary. 

When the Police visit they offer the service to the victim. It is also available to anyone over 65 

who lives in a high risk area. When the Bobby visits he will check security from the front door to 

windows all the way through the house to the back door. If any security chains, locks or alarms 

need fitting these are all fitted free of charge. Steve also talked through examples of victims who 



had been burgled, from distraction burglary to bogus utility callers and gave advice on how to 

prevent these crimes. 

 

Ally concluded the evening by thanking everyone for attending and light refreshments were 

served.     

 

 


